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Abstract:

Geoparks, as territories with unique geological characteristics, play a vital role in
conserving natural heritage, promoting environmental education, raising public awareness,
and fostering sustainable tourism development. UNESCO, through the establishment of
international criteria and standards, has provided a framework for the identification,
protection, and responsible utilization of these areas. Countries endowed with significant
geological and geomorphological diversity possess substantial potential for the designation
of UNESCO Global Geoparks. Iran, characterized by its complex tectonic setting, climatic
diversity, and rich geological phenomena, is considered one of the most promising regions
in this field. The Maragheh region, located in northwestern Iran, features exceptional
paleontological resources, diverse volcanic structures, and outstanding geomorphological
landscapes, granting it considerable potential to become a UNESCO Global Geopark.
The main objective of this study is to comprehensively assess the geological features,
sustainable tourism capacities, and the degree of conformity of the Maragheh region with
the key indicators of successful international geoparks. The research employs an analytical
and comparative approach to identify and examine the essential requirements and
challenges associated with achieving UNESCO designation. The findings of this study can
serve as a scientific foundation for policymakers and stakeholders involved in natural
heritage conservation and the sustainable development of geotourism in Maragheh and
other comparable regions across Iran.
Keywords: Maragheh Region; UNESCO Global Geopark; Geotourism; UNESCO Indicators;
Geological Heritage
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